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Professor Narendra Bhandari is a Space scientist. He obtained his M.Sc. from Rajasthan
University and Ph. D from Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai. He carried out
research work at University of California, San Diego, USA, and later worked as Senior
Professor at Physical Research Laboratory, of Department of Space at Ahmedabad and
Chaired its Geocosmo-physics - Division and Hydrology and Archeology divisions.

Contributions to Science

Dr. Bhandari was among the first group of scientists to study the samples of moon brought
by Apollo missions of NASA and Luna missions of USSR. He started, developed and chaired
ISRO's Planetary Sciences and Exploration (PLANEX) program, which culminated in launch of
India's first missions to Moon- Chandrayaan-1 and was responsible for conceiving and
defining its science objectives. He was Member of the ISRO’s Moon Mission Task Force,
Chandrayaan-1 Science Advisory Board and Instrument’s Selection Committee for Mars
Orbiter Mission of ISRO.

He has contributed to many areas of planetary sciences such as Origin and evolution of Moon,
collection, study and scientific significance of meteorites, Cosmic rays, Atmospheric
radioactivity, effects of nuclear explosions in Earth’s environment, Mass extinctions in Earth’s
history and in fields of hydrology and glaciology. His important discoveries include first
detection of several new radioisotopes in rain water, deposition of radioactivity in Antarctica,
dating of Himalayan glaciers, identification of radioactivity as heat source of meteorites and
asteroids, ground water flow in Sabarmati basin, identification of mass extinction boundary
in Anjar (Kutch), and Meghalaya. His technical contributions include design of a highly
sensitive beta- gamma coincidence counter used for moon sample analysis, establishment of
a sensitive and specific underground radiation counting laboratory in Turin, Italy, Cosmic ray
particle track technique etc. Dr Bhandari has been a Member of over 20 International
Committees including Global Atmospheric Chemistry group.

He served as President of the International Lunar Exploration Working Group which includes
all the space agencies of the world, including NASA of USA, JAXA of Japan, CSA of China and
ESA of Europe. He has been a visiting Professor at University of Turin and Istituto de
Cosmogeofisica for several Years between 1985 to 2001. He has represented India at several
world conferences, specifically at NASA, Houston; Moscow, USSR; Beijing, China, Tokyo,
Japan, and UNESCO, Paris, Visby, Sweden, Melbourne, Australia etc. He has given lectures at
Enrico fermi summer school in Italy.

For his contributions to planetary and space sciences, Professor Bhandari has been honoured
with several National and International awards, notably ‘Outstanding Achievements Award
of ISRO’ for his contributions to Indian space program, Vikram Sarabhai award in Planetary
and Space Sciences, National Mineral Award of Government of India and Special Certificate
of Recognition by NASA. He has also been given the Marwar Ratna Award. Dr Bhandari was
chosen Space Visionary by Space visionary society, USA and was honoured by the Legislative
Assembly of California, in 2021.Recently, Dr Bhandari has been selected for the Service Award
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of the Meteoritical Society of USA for his contribution in the field of meteorites, which will be
given during the Met.Soc. meeting at Frankfurt in August 2026.

His scientific contributions are recognized by several science academies. He was elected
Fellow of Indian National Science Academy (INSA), Delhi; Indian Academy of Sciences,
Bangalore; National Science Academy, Prayagraj, Gujarat science Academy, Ahmedabad and
Jain Academy of Scholars.

He has written several books, notably ‘The Mysterious Moon and India's Chandrayaan-1
Mission’ (English, Hindi, Marathi and Gujarati) and Falling stones and Secrets of the Universe
(English, Kannada and Gujarati) and has published over 300 research papers on Cosmic rays,
Meteorites, Moon samples and Earth sciences.

Contribution to Spirituality and Jain philosophy

Dr Narendra Bhandari established the Science and Spirituality Research Institute,
Ahmedabad, in 2016, and is the Founder President of Jain Academy of Scholars (JAS), formed
mainly to identify and propagate the scientific foundation of all religions, specially Jaina and
Buddha philosophy. He has identified several concepts in Jain darshan, propounded
thousands of years ago and related them to modern scientific theories, specifically those
related to matter and origin of life. He has developed a Jain theory of Matter and theory of
speciation. He has published and edited several books on Jain philosophy namely: Jainism- a
Universal and eternal path to enlightenment: a scientific synthesis (English and Hindi),
Scientific Perspectives of Jainism and Jain Philosophy: a scientific approach to Reality. He
played important role in organizing several international conferences, namely International
Conference on Science and Jain philosophy (ICSJP) in 2016 at |IT, Bombay and JAS was a
knowledge partner in ICSJIP-2 organised by Florida International university, Florida, USA. He
is the Chief editor of Proceedings of the Jain Academy of Scholars, and has been awarded,
Lifetime Achievement award (2020) by the Institute of Jainology, Ahmedabad, Acharya Nemi
Chandra Suri Award, and Acharya Hasti award for 2021, by Akhil Bharatiya Swetamber Sangh.
Dr Bhandari was awarded Life time Achievement award for his contributions in science and
Jainism by Shankheshwar Vigyan Tirth in 2022.In 2025 he was honoured with JAINA Global
award for his work on Scientific foundation of Jain philosophy, which he received at JAINA's
Chicago convention.

To guide modern scientific research based on Jain doctrines is his current field of activity. He
participated in the JAINA convention of USA in 2019 at Los Angeles, and in 2025 at
Chicago,USA and conducted a series of lectures and workshops at Siddhachalam, New Jersey,
and at Jain centre of North America (JCNC), Milpitas.



